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SUBJECT: STATE OF EMERGENCY EXTENDED 

REF: KINGSTON 0763 

1 . ON FEB 222, PARLIAMENT EXTENDED THE STATE OF 
EMERGENCY (SOE) FOR ANOTHER FOUR MONTHS UNTIL THE 
END OF JUNE 1977. THE ORIGINAL MOTION WAS FOR A 

SIX MONTH EXTENSION BUT THE OPPOSITION SOUGHT AND GOT 
A REDUCTION FROM SIX TO FOUR MONTHS. 

2. COMMENT: OPPONENTS OF THE SOE ARE EXPRESSING 
FEAR THAT THE SOE MAY BE CONINUED INDEFINITELY. 

ACCORDING TO THEM, WHEN THE SOE IS DUE TO BE EXTENDED 
AND THE CRIME SITUATION IS NOT SERIOUS, THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
ARGUE THAT THE SOE IS WORKING AND SHOULD BE CONTINUED. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY CLAIM THAT IF THE CRIME SITUA- 
TION IS SERIOUS. THE GOVERNMENT WILL ARGUE THAT THE SOE 
SHOULD BE EXTENDED TO COPE WITH THE SERIOUS CRIME 
SITUATION. 
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